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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Application Papers 
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10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 24 October 2003 is/are: a)G3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The current title as presented in the 
application transmittal and subsequent documents is: "Exporting 12C controller interfaces for 
12C slave devices using IPMI micro-controller". This appears to be a typographical error in that 
it should read I2C rather than 12C. 

The following title is suggested: Exporting I2C Controller Interfaces for I2C Slave 
Devices Using IPMI Micro-controller. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

Claim 23 is rejected because it is not clear whether the CPU on said node card does the 
coupling or the managing and accessing. The language "via a central processing unit (CPU) on 
said node card" on line 4 could be referring to either "coupled with said system" or "managing 
and accessing devices on said system". 

Claims 24 and 25 are rejected because they depend on claim 23. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-22 are allowed. 
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5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
With regard to claim 1 , the prior art does not show the limitations of wherein said IPMI micro- 
controller off-loads a plurality of management and access functions of said FRU from said CPU 
to said IPMI micro-controller; and wherein said CPU can manage and access said FRU via said 
IPMI micro-controller. These limitations in combination with the other limitations in the claim 
render claims 1-8 allowable. 

6. With regard to claim 9, the prior art does not show the limitations of wherein said 
controller off-loads a plurality of management and access functions of said second node card 
from said CPU to said controller; wherein said controller off-loads a plurality of management and 
access functions of said FRU from said CPU to said controller. These limitations in combination 
with the other limitations in the claim render claims 9-22 allowable. 

7. Although claims 23-25 are rejected above under 35 USC 112, 2 nd paragraph, if those 
problems are corrected it is noted that claim 23 includes the limitations of wherein said 
management controller off-loads a plurality of management and access functions of said second 
node card from said CPU to said controller; wherein said management controller off-loads a 
plurality of management and access functions of said FRU from said CPU to said controller. 
These limitations in combination with the other limitations in the claim do not appear to be 
present in the prior art. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Of the cited references, the patent application publication to Larson et al. 
(2003/0033464 A1 ) appears to be the closest prior art. However, in Larson a single 
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management card provides all of the management within the server without off-loading functions 
as claimed. 

9. It is also noted that the claims in application 10/691 ,071 start out the same however they 
diverge rather markedly about halfway through the independent claims, and as such there does 
not appear to be a double patenting issue present in the applications. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Glenn A. Auve whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 AM-5:30 PM, every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on (571) 272-3632. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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